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UNIT TITLE:
  Superheroes: The Empowering Alter Ego
Grade Level of Unit: 3rd Length of Class Period: 55 minutes Approximate # of Students in Each Class Period: 12 – 20
Unit Goal(s) (what academic content standards and learning outcomes will this unit address?): 
Cultural and Social Context

PERCEIVING/KNOWING

(2PE) Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and

principles of art and design.

(6PE) Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 

art.
PRODUCING/PERFORMING
(1PR) Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes.

(3PR) Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when developing artmaking ideas.
RESPONDING/REFLECTING (RE)

(1RE) Examine and describe how art and design principles are used by artists to create

visual effects.
CRITICAL ISSUE or BIG IDEA:
Superheroes 





____
Possible integration: 

Students will make interdisciplinary connections while incorporating English and writing skills with art making to create their own superhero comic strip

Students will utilize previous geometry recognition skills to break down the shapes of the human figure

Students will use math skills such as measuring and division to create a layout for the comic book strip
Rationale:

By transforming themselves into superheroes and creating images that tell a story, students will feel empowered and fulfilled by their hard work, creativity and imagination.  By being able to embody a super version of themselves, students will be able to channel that confidence and play a more active role in directing their own future. The English and storytelling practice will increase student’s awareness of the role other subjects can play in art making as well as make them conscious of the value art has in their own lives.
Essential Questions (provocative, engaging, critical):
What are issues in my life that I would like to fix?

How could I fix those issues?

If I could have any super power, what would it be and how could it help the world?
Would I help the world? Why or why not?
Do you have a responsibility to help others if you

 have super powers?

If you have power, super or not, does that mean 

you are good?
Description of the essential educational content of this unit:

     Title of each lesson and lesson description:

· Lesson One

Title: Life and its issues
Lesson description:

Students will make a brainstorming map of issues that plague them in life. This could be something small such as needing more sleep, or something larger such as being bullied in school, or perhaps eve their distaste for eating broccoli. Once they are done brainstorming for about 15 minutes, students will form small groups of four and share their ideas. This is to foster greater creativity and also broaden minds. 
Once this has been completed students will view a slideshow with popular superheroes and will be asked to identity certain traits about them, such as what they look like, what the heroes have in common, and what makes certain ones stand out. Then students will be asked to identify their super powers and how that has helped them fight certain issues.

After that in these same groups, students will now brainstorm different super powers that would solve one or more of their personal issues. These super powers could range from controlling time, to turning vegetables into chocolate by the touch of a finger. These super powers should be added to the brainstorming map; later students will break off and start creating a super hero based on themselves with their favorite super power. These brainstorming maps will be the first pieces in an artist’s journal that they will use throughout this unit to reflect and be inspired from.
· Lesson Two

Title: Getting the basics on paper
Lesson description:

Students will examine various comic books and will trace out the different types of layouts they find. The purpose of this is to expose different methods of framing and aspect ratios in order to tell a story. This exercise will take 20 minutes. After this, we will transition into doing a brief figure drawing lesson where I outline the geometric shapes that make up the human body. The students will start by completing quick gesture drawings using charcoal, which will last less than 5 minutes. The students will take turns modeling for each other in athletic and fun poses. We will end the lesson by doing two 10 minute drawings, students will be encouraged to not get hung up on clothing but to focus on the human form. These drawings will be added to their artist’s journal.
· Lesson Three

Title: Design and Conquer 
Lesson description:
Students will revisit ideas from previous lessons and start to flesh out their superhero design in more detail. The idea of props, weapons, sidekicks and the villain will be concepts that are discussed and brought to the table for students to think about. Small group discussion is encouraged as they work in their artist’s journals. 
After a more concrete design is created, students will be exposed to the Artist Danny Haas and his series that portrays superheroes alongside their civilian or alter egos. Students will create their own version of this.
· Lesson Four

Title: Write it out, Lay it out
Lesson description: 

Students will begin to write the story of their superhero in which they need to include a clear beginning, middle/conflict, and end/resolution. Once this is completed, students will begin to story board their narrative and use sketches from their artist’s journal of different comic book layouts. Students will first make a draft of their comic book and then create the final using watercolor, crayon, marker and sharpie.
STAGE 1:
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students should understand that…
1. How will the big idea/issue impact students’ understanding of life?
By having multiple group discussion periods and having many critical and thought provoking class discussions, I hope that this unit will help students evaluate life problems more positively, as in they have the power to change certain situations to a degree, but more importantly that they are not alone in their issues and frustrations with life. This unit will help students become more aware of their peers struggles and struggles in the world outside of their own school, city even country. 

2. What might students understand about the big idea/issue through this unit?
Students will understand that it can be a lot of fun creating a super version of themselves, they will learn that in-depth character development and telling a story through images is something that is attainable, and will give them a sense of pride at the amount of work they have invested. In a more serious light, students will understand that even the most put together, confident member of their class has issues and fears, and that they are all a lot more similar then previously thought.

3. What might students understand about art or visual culture through this unit?
Story telling through imagery is a unique and ancient form of art, in which we will examine and discover modern ways of doing. Students will understand that the use of text and its relation to imagery can change meaning, or infer certain emotions and feelings. Students will also examine the burden of power, and how that is an aspect of superhero culture. These same issues and questions can also be applied to our society and culture today.  
4. What misunderstandings are predictable?
That because we are creating a ‘super version’ of ourselves, students will not feel anymore empowered then before, because there super self is unattainable. 

Students will not like the idea of superhero character development, and rebel against the entire unit’s theme. In which case similar, related topics will be found for that particular student to focus on.

Students should know/think/question…

1. What key knowledge or thinking might students acquire as a result of this unit?
My hope is that students will learn to not accept their circumstances so easily. They will feel they hold the power to their own fate, and that each of them contains the skills, power and inner strength to change. Also they might not be so willing to blindly follow authority as before, after we call into question the idea of power, and who should have it, and who really does have it.

2. What will students come to know or think about art or visual culture through this unit?
Students will be more easily able to recognize certain facial features of drawn media, and understand more simplified text statements, and infer deeper meaning. Students will see the value in telling a story through images, and be able to see the relationship between character development and art making. 

3. How will students’ thinking be challenged/changed through this unit?
Many might not think they have issues that need to be addressed, many might think that the issues that they want to address has a solution that one superhero could fix, or help. The idea of creating a super alter-ego may present creative blocks because this idea is probably completely foreign to them.  At this age it will be a foreign idea to probably all of them to question authority and question those that hold power. It may be a challenge for some to see themselves as the holder of any power, and to be able to make change in the world. 
4. What new questions might be generated as a result of this unit?
Who decides who has power?

What is the role of a villain in today’s society when we already have so many issues?

How could you balance a normal life with being a superhero?

Are you bad if you do not help the world if you have super powers?

Students should be able to…(performance-based) 

1. What key skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?
Students will have a greater ability to render the human form, and a greater ability to show expression and meaning in images. Students will have a better understanding of collaboration, and appropriation of peers ideas and advice.
2. What should students be able to do as a result of this unit?
Students will have the skills to develop a character with a background story. Students will be able to illustrate a story with a clear beginning, middle/conflict, and end/resolution. Students will be able to show multiple perspectives when illustrating that story. 
STAGE 2:

ASSESSMENT

Assessment: The process of collecting and evaluating evidence that enables the teacher or student to infer the extent to which the unit’s ILOs are being acquired. This includes procedures & criteria employed for assessment, both formative & summative.
Formative procedures & criteria (throughout; unit/lesson specific): 

Questions: At the beginning of each lesson I will start the day by asking the students to answer questions about the previous lesson. This gives me the opportunity to get their attention and settle the class down, as well as gage who remembers what from the last time I saw them (which would probably be a week ago) and to see how much I need to recap to them before continuing on to different things. This form of assessment also helps students who might have missed the last lesson catch up to their peers without taking up a lot of time.
Group involvement and productivity: A lot of my lessons incorporate group discussion and brainstorming, and one form of my formative assessment will be how on task these groups are and if each member of the group is participating. 
Assessment through progress in Artist’s Journal: I want my students to keep a sort of process portfolio that we will call an artist’s journal, in which each brainstorming activity will be written here, and all of our figure drawings will be kept here are an easy to gather record of the student’s progress and though process. These journals will be kept in class, and will hold all the art that they complete and are still working on through the duration of this unit.

Summative procedures & criteria (at the end; unit specific):
The final comic book will have its own grading rubric: This rubric will include that the comic book as at least two developed characters, that the comic book shows at least 5 different perspectives, and that story that it illustrates connects to the images with clarity, and that there is a clear beginning, middle/ conflict and end/resolution. 
Final Reflection: I want my students to write a final reflection after this unit is over of what they have learned, what they are proud of, and things they wish would have been different. That would include covering different subjects, incorporating different mediums, or maybe they didn’t like the entire unit. I want this as a way to evaluate student’s grasp of new knowledge, as well as the opportunity for me to be ‘graded’ by the students. If many students did not get anything out of a certain aspect of this unit then I obviously need to change something. 
Comic Book Reading: After the comic books are finished we will host a comic book reading part were the students are encouraged to dress up as their super alter egos and tell the story of that character to their peers. Family and friends are invited to attend. This is a fun way to incorporate a performance aspect to the unit (students can be in character the whole class) and also gives them an opportunity to proudly show off their hard work.
STAGE 3:

TEACHING & LEARNING ACTIVITIES
LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Lesson # 1
Lesson Title: Life and its issues
Critical Issue/Big Idea: Life issues and group discussion 
Content Standard(s) Addressed:
PERCEIVING/KNOWING

(6PE) Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 

art.
PRODUCING/PERFORMING

(3PR) Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when developing artmaking ideas.
(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives: 

· Students will work collaboratively in small groups to brainstorm issues in their own lives or in the world that they would like to change or fix.
· Students will take turns sharing these ideas with the rest of the class, and a small discussion will follow.

· Students will then be introduced to some of the most popular super heroes in a power point, and be asked to identify what that hero looks like, what the heroes have in common, what makes them different. Then the students must identify what powers they have and who is the villain or problem they fight to fix.
· Students will work together to create a safe and fun learning environment for critical thinking and discussion. 

· Students will think creatively to begin developing a super power and super alter ego that represents themselves as well as addresses an issue important to them.
(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies:
· I will keep track of student participation throughout the discussion. If a student choses to not speak during class or is too nervous to talk about a certain issue, they can write notes in their Artist’s Journal and I will see them, and see that they were still engaged. Also if the student wishes, I can bring up the issues that they wrote about without bringing their name into the discussion. 

· I will give feedback to every answer and contribution a student gives in the class discussion, and encourage students to give affirmation of peer comments as well.

· I will respond to any notes and the brainstorming maps in the artist’s Journals, commenting on improvement, good ideas, thoughtful comments, etc.         

Age-appropriate Vocabulary:
· Collaboration (dictionary.com) 

to work, one with another; cooperate, as on a literary work
· Power (dictionary.com)
1. ability to do or act; capability of doing or accomplishing something.
2. political or national strength: the balance of power in Europe.
3. great or marked ability to do or act; strength; might; force.

4. the possession of control or command over others; authority;ascendancy: power over men's minds.

· Appropriation (dictionary.com)
1. suitable or fitting for a particular purpose, person
2. to take to or for oneself; take possession of
3. the act of appropriating
Accommodations for Special Populations:

· The powerpoint will be emailed to any students that would like it for future reference

· The lesson will be taught through discussion, images, brainstorming, map making, and self guided discovery

· Notes may be taken in Artist’s Journal if verbal participation in group and class discussion is not possible

Art/Visual Culture Examples

Below I have attached the images of the power point that I will show my students after their initial personal issues brainstorming activity. They will get the opportunity to discuss with one another the critical questions I have listed on the first slide.

This incorporation of visual culture is important for the students to be able to critically view society and analyze what our culture deems necessary to be a superhero, or to hold power and create change. 
This is also an activity that is fun, exciting and will really promote class participation and engagement. Included in my slide show are nontraditional heroes that go against the ‘typical’ idea. Hopefully this will spark interest and make this entire unit more assessable to everyone. Important ideas such as the lack of racial diversity, age, gender and appearance will make a showing during this discussion. 
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Preparations:

        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· Computer

· Powerpoint

· Projector

· Dry Erase Markers or Chalk

· Wipe Board or Chalk Board
        Materials for Students

· Artist’s Journals – Sketch books
· Colored Pencils

· Sharpie Markers

· Pencils

        (Safety Procedures Need to be Explained)
· This is a safe room and a safe environment, anything anyone says in this room needs to be respected. There are no stupid comments. Everyone is entitled to their own opinions.

(Stage Three) Learning Activity
Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:

· Upload PowerPoint ahead of time

· Have a prompt written on the board instead of the normal recap questions because this is a new unit
· Prepare tools and materials, have a supply of colored sharpies, colored pencils, and pencils ready to be distributed

Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

Day One

(5 min) (5 min)
·  I will welcome the class and wait for everyone to find their seats around the 4 large tables in the room

(5 min) (10 min)
· I will explain that we are starting a new unit and pass out Artist’s Journals (sketch books) I will then explain that everyone should write their name on the inside cover, and that these journals will go inside their cubbies at the end of each day.
· As I talk I pass out baskets of colored pencils and sharpies

(15 min) (25 min)
·  I will direct students to the written prompt on the board, which says 
“In your new Artist’s Journals, please brainstorm by yourself about ideas or issues in your life or in the world that you wish you could fix or change. Once you have come up with 3, share them quietly with your table mates and discuss others.” I will explain that they can collaborate on ideas which will help them be more creative and have more in-depth thinking.
· Students will have previous practice with brainstorming maps (Example below)
· After the students come up with filled brainstorming maps we will regroup and I will ask students to share these ideas with the rest of the class. I will make a map on the board, and draw headers to ideas that are similar.
· This activity will create a realization that many of the students have the same issues and fears, and will hopefully foster a safer and tighter knit group of students. 

(25 min) (50 min) 
· After this we will transition into the PowerPoint and as a class discuss each superhero shown, and how they relate to each other. Critical thinking questions and issues will be:
· How are these heroes similar? Different? 

· Issues of lack of racial diversity
· Gender roles and expectations

· The idea of the alter ego is brought up

· The issue of power – different definitions of power

· Moral obligations of power

· Who stands out in the group of superheroes provided? Why?
· Notes will be written in the Artist’s Journal about this group discussion

(5 min) ( 55 min) 
· Clean up the supplies and return artists journals to the correct student cubbies.

· I will explain that they can begin thinking about what types of powers they would need to fix some of the problems they discussed earlier with their groups. 

Day Two

(5 min) (5 min)
·  I will welcome the class and wait for everyone to find their seats around the 4 large tables in the room
· The Artist’s Journals are already at their spots, and I remind them not to touch them but to wait for my direction.

(10min) (15 min) 

· I  will stand at the front of the class and ask the students who can tell me what we did the last time we met

· I will call on different students and make mental notes on which ones participate, and if there seems to be a great understanding of what we did and why.

· I will explain that we are going to revisit our notes and personal issue brainstorming maps from last class and work with our tables groups to add to these maps different super powers that would solve these issues.

(20 min) (35 min) 
· Students will work with their table groups or on their own and come up with the idea of powers that would solve these issues. Must have 5 different ideas in their Artist’s Journal.
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(15 min) (50 min)
· Class will regroup and share their ideas. 

· I will write them on the board and students are encouraged to appropriate other student’s ideas appropriately. 

(5 min) (55 min)

· Clean up supplies and return Artist’s Journals to correct cubbies
· I will explain that next class students will get begin to focus on drawing the human form
Clean-up (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Separate baskets will hold colored pencils and colored sharpies, and there will be a basket for each table designated by the number on the side of it. 
· Students will have designated cubbie spots that they get at the beginning of the year to store art work and return their Artist’s Journals after each class.
· At the 5 minutes till class is over mark, if I am not leading a discussion I will dim the lights to warn the students that they must begin cleaning up.

· If I need student helpers I will ask the class who is willing, and those students will return the baskets of supplies to the label shelves in cabinets around the room.
Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):

· Tables will be dismissed by which is the cleanest, quietest and most attentive to me. 

· I will give the students a brief verbal preview of what the next lesson will be about to get them thinking and excited to come back.
· Closure for the final unit will take the format of a class discussion and a final reflection in the Artist’s Journals. Here students will review what they have learned from this unit, what they found valuable, what they didn’t like, what they would change, and what they would keep the same. They will also grade themselves on how they think they did in class participation, and on the final comic book.
Supplemental activity: N/A
Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught:

· I will review the Artist’s Journals and see if any student is struggling with coming up with a concept that relates to an issue or problem in their lives or the world.

· If any inappropriate or unexpected and dangerous issues surface I will address them in the appropriate manor
LESSON PLAN FORMAT
Lesson # 2

Lesson Title: Getting the Basics on Paper
_________________

Critical Issue/Big Idea: Learning different drawing techniques of the human body, comic book form, and superhero design
Content Standard(s) Addressed:

PERCEIVING/KNOWING

(2PE) Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and

principles of art and design.

PRODUCING/PERFORMING

(1PR) Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes.

RESPONDING/REFLECTING (RE)

(1RE) Examine and describe how art and design principles are used by artists to create

visual effects.

(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives: 

· Students will have a better understanding of the shapes the human form is made of

· Students will be able to draw the human form from different perspectives

· There will be a notable increase in skill level when drawing realistically

· Students will discover different aspects of laying out a comic book page dynamically 
· Students will explore different types of sequential art
(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies:

· I will keep track of student participation through walking around the classroom and observing
· I will monitor student engagement during class discussions and prompting questions

· I will be able to see struggles and triumphs in student’s Artist’s Journals through artwork, tracings, and reflections
Age-appropriate Vocabulary:

· Figure Drawing (Wikipedia.com)
A figure drawing is a drawing of the human form in any of its various shapes and postures using any of the drawing media.
· Dynamic (Dictionary.com) 

Pertaining to or characterized by energy or effective action; vigorously active or forceful; energetic
· Composition (Dictionary.com)

Manner of being composed; structure
· Style (Dictionary.com)

A particular kind, sort, or type, as with reference to form, appearance, or character

Accommodations for Special Populations:

· I will give criteria for projects in written and verbal format

· The lesson will utilize images, written work, and art making

Art/Visual Culture Examples:

Teacher Example of figure drawing and geometric shapes
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Francis Manapul’s “Flash” 
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Greg Capullo's “Batman”
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J.H. Williams III’s  “Batwoman”
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Preparations:

        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· Small Stage-like setting for Student Models

· Comic Books

· Cloths Pins

· Newspaper
        Materials for Students

· Comic Books

· Tracing Paper

· Color Pencils

· Sharpies

· Artist’s Journal (Sketch Books)

· Charcoal
· Easels 

· Newspaper

        (Safety Procedures Need to be Explained)

· Nothing special for this project
(Stage Three) Learning Activity
Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:

· Set up a stage area for a student model to sit or pose against one side of the room towards the front
· Arrange desks and easels facing around this stage area

· Upload Danny Haas PowerPoint

· Print out enough Danny Haas Worksheets for all students

· Gather Comic books

· Prepare appropriate materials for each day, gather supplies

· Write Prompting question on the board for students to see as they enter the room

Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

Day One
(10 min) (10 min)

· I will greet students as they enter the room and point out the prompt written on the board which reads, “Grab your Artist’s Journals and please write down all the shapes you can think of that make up the human body!”
· Many will be confused by the new set up on the classroom, but I will be patient and gently guide them to their seats as needed.

· Once they are writing with pencils in their Journals I will pass out baskets of charcoal to each table group.
· After a few minutes and once I see that many students are stumped on thinking of more shapes I will ask the class to share what shapes they could think of

· I will write these shapes on the board besides the prompt

(15 min) (25 min)

· I will give a demo on the human form, focusing on the shapes that the body is made of in order to make it easier to follow

· Using charcoal I demonstrate this on an easel beside a student’s desk, and explain that it is easier to fill the whole page when you are standing.

· I will pin my example to the board so that students can reference that as they work.

· Students will go back to their seats and I will ask for a volunteer to model and sit in a chair or stand
(25 minutes)  (50 min)

· Students will take turns posing for 5 minutes each as the rest of the class draws them with charcoal in their Journals that are spiral bound and pinned with cloths pins to the easels

· During these brief sketches I will emphasis not to focus on details and clothing, but to focus on the form of the body and the shapes that they see. 

· If I notice students are hesitant to make marks, or keep wanting to start over I will take away erasers and reassure them that each mark they make is for a purpose, and that I like to see their entire process

· If many students are not using the entire page, I will have them take a short stretching break, let them swing their arms to their full extent, and wiggle their bodies to get their blood flowing and energy up. I will explain that I want to see motion while they draw and that is why they are standing and using easels and not sitting at desks

(5min) (55min)

· Clean up, students will return the charcoal pieces to the correct baskets.

· Students will wash their hands and return their Artist’s Journals to their cubbies

Day Two

(10 min) (10 min)
· I will greet the students as they enter the room and find their desks, and I will point out the prompt questions on the board. It will say “What did you learn about the human form last class? What are two things Miss. Schwarck emphasized that you focus on? What was harder than you expected? Please get out your Artist’s Journals and write your response”

· Students will grab their Artist’s Journals and begin writing their answers

· After the students appear to be finished I will ask some of them to share their responses.

· Having the students write this short reflection in their journals allows me to read everyone’s response to the previous activity and not just listen to a few.

(10 min) (20 min)

· I will pass out 1 comic book and 1 funny’s section of the newspaper to each table, and ask the students to look at the layout of these two types of comics.

· I will then ask what differences do they see between them
· Responses will likely be, Color, straight boxes as opposed to different shaped boxes, action lines, etc

· Next I will ask them which one is more interesting to look at? The likely answer is the comic book.

(30 min) (50 min)

· Elect some student helpers from each table to grab a stack of comic books from the front of the room and bring them to each table, as well as baskets of pencils and colored pencils
· Some of the dynamic comic book artists that I will show will be Francis Manapul, Greg Capullo and J.H. Williams III

· I will pass out tracing paper as I explain the project for the day
· Students will look through these comic book pages and find dynamic comic book structure layouts.

· I will stop and ask the class “Who can tell me what dynamic means?”

· I will explain that with the use of different perspectives and different box shapes, the page layout becomes more interesting and more dynamic.

· Students must find 5 different spreads (2 pages = 1 spread) and trace the outline of the boxes on their tracing paper.

(5 min) (55min)

· Ask students to clean up, have them stack the comic books and the same student helpers bring them back up to the front
· Place their tracing paper drawings inside their Artist’s Journals and put them back in their cubbies.

Clean-up (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Repeated clean up procedures as previous lesson, diming lights, designated cubbie spots for Artist’s Journals, etc

· I will elect student helpers whenever I need to put away supplies for me on labeled shelves and to gather supplies from other tables IE “Brandon please collect all the charcoal sticks in this basket”

· Easels will be put away each day but not stored as I have plans for future figure drawing lessons.
· I feel that this is a skill that needs to be revisited as often as our time will allow

· On any given lesson where the class finishes the days lesson early I will always have them do figure drawings

Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):
· Closure for the entire unit will occur during the final discussion. 
Supplemental activity: 
· Students may choose to borrow comic books as drawing references or for layout references

· I can direct and suggest age appropriate comic book titles to students that are interested

Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught:

· I will read the student reflections on the figure drawing lesson, and alter future figure drawing lessons to my students needs
· I will be able to examine the layouts that my students traced, and be able to gage their ability to draw and render and what level of craftsmanship they have.

· I will also have a fairly good understanding of what my students level of interest and excitement is on the subject of comics and superheroes
LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Lesson # 3

Lesson Title: Design and Conquer

__________________

Critical Issue/Big Idea: The idea of an alter ego, developing a background story
Content Standard(s) Addressed:

PERCEIVING/KNOWING

(2PE) Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and

principles of art and design.

(6PE) Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 

art.

PRODUCING/PERFORMING
(1PR) Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes.

(3PR) Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when developing art making ideas.
RESPONDING/REFLECTING (RE)

(1RE) Examine and describe how art and design principles are used by artists to create

visual effects.

(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives: 

· Students will begin to design their superhero/ super alter ego, and take into considerations symbols, weapons, and sidekicks.

· Students will develop computer skills and digital manipulation 

(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies:

· I will monitor progress in this art project by giving the students guidelines as to when they should be reaching certain bench marks
· A planning worksheet is to be finished first, as well as a practice sketch before scanning in the finial outlined drawing into the computer

Age-appropriate Vocabulary:

· Alter Ego (Dictionary.com)

1. a second self; a perfect substitute or deputy: His adviser acts as his alter ego during his absence.


2. an inseparable friend.


3. another aspect of one's self.
· Manipulation (Dictionary.com)

1. to handle, manage, or use, especially with skill, in some process of treatment or performance: to manipulate a large tractor.


2. to adapt or change (accounts, figures, etc.) to suit one's purpose or advantage.
· Contrast (Dictionary.com) 

1. A striking exhibition of unlikeness.
2. Opposition or juxtaposition of different forms, lines, or colors in a work of art to intensify each element's properties and produce a more dynamic expressiveness.


3. Photography . the relative difference between light and dark areas of a print or negative.

Accommodations for Special Populations:

· Content will be taught using images, discussion , verbal and written project explanations, and art making

· If students have special needs when it comes to writing out their thoughts they can meet with me during my lunch, planning period or before or after school to receive help with their story.  
Art/Visual Culture Examples:
Teacher example of figures and poses
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Image of examples of famous Superhero symbols
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Graphic Design Artist Danny Haas PowerPoint
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Preparations:

        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· PowerPoint of Danny Haas work
· Enough worksheets printed for every student

· Computer

· Projector

        Materials for Students

· Artist’s Journal (Sketch Book)

· Pencils

· Tracing Table / Window / Light source

· Colored Pencils

· Markers

· Computer

· Photoshop 

· Scanner / Camera and Cord

· Scissors

· Large drawing paper

· Human shaped stencil

· tape
        (Safety Procedures Need to be Explained)

· Use scissors appropriately and safely 

Special Preparations for Integration Potential 
· I want my students to write stories about their alter ego, If possible I would love to collaborate with their teacher and have them write a short story about themselves and how they discovered their super powers. If this is a possibility I would work it out with the teacher what aspects she or he would teach and what aspects I would teach.

· I would like the story to include

· How they got super powers (born with it, toxic radiation, bitten by a radioactive rabbit etc)

· What power(s) they have

· What issue in their life does their power help them fight or fix

· Who or what is the villain / evil / problem

· How is that conflict resolved

· This will help the students know who their alter ego really is, and give them lots of time to brainstorm a solid story line for their comic books to follow

· If this integration is not possible I will absorb this planning time and give students class periods to brainstorm and write drafts of their paper, and unless I can get an entire class period in the computer lab I will assign this 2 to 3 page paper for homework. 

· The rest of my unit is written as if this integration was not possible

(Stage Three) Learning Activity:

Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:
· Upload PowerPoint of Danny Haas Work

· Have easels set up for potential figure drawing sessions
· Hang previous teacher demo of the human form on board as an example
Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

Day One

(15 min) (15 min) 
· I will greet the class at the door and point out the written prompt on the board. Today it says “Please get out your Artist’s Journals and pin them to the easels as before, we will be figure drawing today!”

· The students will file in and prep their work stations, as they get ready I will be passing out baskets of charcoal and pencils or varied hardness.

· Once they are more settled and standing at their easels I will ask the students once again to recap some of the shapes that make up the human form.

· “I know it has been a little while since we did this last, but who can remember where is the best place to start drawing a figure? What shapes make up the torso of the body?” 

· As students answer they are encouraged to come to the front of the room and draw their explanations on the board for the class to see. 

(10 min) (25 min) 
· Next I will explain briefly that today will be different than our previous figure drawings. Like we recently looked at dynamic methods of page layouts, we will be focusing on dynamic poses.

· With this being said I will encourage that students once again try to get a lot of energy in their drawings

· I will ask for one student volunteer to pose for 3 minutes in an athletic and dynamic pose
(25 min) (50 min)

· I will explain that the goal of today’s lesson is to get 4 different dynamic poses of a model

· The class will figure draw for the remainder of the class period. 

· To encourage unique angles, students are encouraged for at least one of the quick poses to sit on the floor and look up at the model, and also for the model to sit or lay on the floor for the artists to look down at.

· The last two figure drawing sessions will be longer about 7 minutes, less dynamic poses in which the students can stand or sit. More detail is encouraged to be added. 

(5 min) (55 min)

· Drawing materials are returned to baskets, journals to cubbies

· Hands washed, tables washed

Day Two
(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students as they enter the room and point out the prompt on the board which reads “Please grab your Journal and sit quietly at your seat.” 

(20 min) (25 min)

· I will have the students refer back to the brainstorming maps that we did a few lessons ago and revisit these ideas.

· I will explain that today and the next few lessons we will be explaining the idea of the super alter ego. Each student can take time to begin brainstorming further on the issues that they previously outlined, the super power required to fix or help those issues, and what kind of super hero they would be if they had those powers.

· As they brainstorm with table mates. I will reference the previous PowerPoint, and show it again to refresh their minds on what kids of superheroes there are, and what are the common trends.
(25 min) (50 min) 

· I will show the class an image of a bunch of superhero symbols all put together on the computer screen.
· But raising their hands I will ask the class who these heroes are.

· Next I will pass out the Super Alter Ego design and symbol worksheet, and with colored pencils and markers students are to fill out these worksheets

(5 min) (55 min)

· Clean up time, students will reorganize supplies and put them away

· If students are unfinished with worksheets they will be given time next class to finish them, all worksheets will be returned inside the Artist’s Journal and that will be put away in cubbies
Day Three
(15 min) (15 min)
· I will greet students at the door and direct their attention to the prompt written on the board which reads “Please get out your Artist’s Journals and write about how you got your super power(s) and turned into your alter ego. Were you born with this power? Did you one day discover you had it? Were you bitten by a radioactive rabbit? Write about it!”

· I will wait for the students to finish writing their stories in their journals. 

· After most of them are done I will invite students to share with the class how they imagine that their super powers were discovered.

(10 min) (25 min) 

· I will introduce them to the artist Danny Haas through a power point that was previously downloaded on my computer and set up on the projector.

(25 min) (50 min)

· Students will now be given large pieces of drawing paper and given an androgynous human shaped form to trace on two sheets of drawing paper.
· Initially I had planned to have worksheets that were gender specific, as that is what all of the resources on the internet have, but I felt uncomfortable reaffirming certain gender stereotypes and supporting specific body images.

· One of these papers will be a drawing of their super alter ego; the other will be a drawing of themselves.

· I chose to have students use a stencil at this point because it will get them thinking more about the design factor of the people and help them not get caught up on drawing realistically.
· Students will use pencils first to outline the stencil and then colored pencils, markers, sharpies or crayons to design and fill in the rest.

· On the board I have pinned an example of how to realistically lay out a human face, as a reference for the students. 

· I will also explain that these drawings are sketches and that they do not need to be perfect.

(5 min) (55 min) 

· I do not expect them to finish these drawings by the end of class, students will place these in their cubbies along with their journals 

· Student helpers will be assigned a specific drawing utensil to gather into baskets and put back in place.

Day Four

(5 min) (5 min)

· Students will be greeted by me as they enter the classroom, I will point out the prompt on the board that says “Please grab your Artist’s Journal and large drawings from last lesson and wait for further instruction.”

· Once the students are settled I will explain that today is a work day and that the large drawings must be finished part way through class. I will explain that its okay if they are not completely filled in with color, but that the outline detail must be finished. 

(35 min) (40 min)

· Students will continue to work on their large drawings. 

· Once enough are finished I will demo the next step on the project. The drawings will be cut in half straight through the people forms.

· If students need help with scissor control I will aid them

· Next once the images are cut, students must tape one half on the alter ego onto the corresponding half of the self-portrait. 
(10 min) (50 min)

· Once a student has both their portraits cut down the middle and taped together, they will receive a Danny Haas worksheet, in which they will simplify their combined image into one person who looks split in half.

· This worksheet will help streamline and clean up the original idea.

· As students reach this point I will turn on the projector of the Danny Haas PowerPoint so students remember what his work looks like and can be inspired by it.

(5 min) (55 min)

· Clean up, I will assign a student helper to collect tape, scissors and drawing tools and put them back to the correct places.

· Drawings and Journals are returned to cubbies

· Any paper scraps are recycled

· Danny Haas worksheets are to be safely placed in journals.

Day Five

(5 min) (5 Min)

· I will great the students as they enter and direct their attention to the prompt on the board which reads “Please retrieve your journals, Danny Haas worksheets, and split drawings.

· After they get their supplies I will explain that they have the first 10 minutes of the period to finish the split drawings and the worksheet before we go to the computer labs

(10 min) (15 min)

· Students finish up split drawings and worksheets,

· I ask them to please bring the work sheet and their journals and line up for the lab.

(10 min) (25 min)

· I will do a demo on how to scan an image into Photoshop 
· I will then demo how to use the crop tool and cut the image down

· I will demo how to use the paint bucket tool and how to alter the image using different filters and effects.

(25 min) (50 min)
· Students will take turns scanning in their worksheets, and then cropping the sheet down so it is just the image of the person. 

· The student then has the rest of the period to alter and color the image however they like.

· Students will save the image to the desktop of the computer (If this is the most appropriate method that my school has in place)

(5 min) (55 min)

· Return to art room and put away materials 

Day Six
(5 min) (5 min)
· I will greet the students, and direct them to the prompt on the board that says “Please gather journals and Danny Haas worksheets, we will be going to the computer lab to work.”
(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue to work on their images

· I will be floating around to answer any questions and help where I can
(5 min) (55 min)
· Save work

· Return to classroom, put away supplies

Day Seven

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students, and direct them to the prompt on the board that says “Please gather journals and Danny Haas worksheets, we will be going to the computer lab to work again today.”
(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue to work on their images

· I will be floating around to answer any questions and help where I can
(5 min) (55 min)

· Save work

· Return to classroom, put away supplies
Day Eight

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students, and direct them to the prompt on the board that says “Please gather journals and Danny Haas worksheets, we will be going to the computer lab to work again today.”
(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue to work on their images

· I will be floating around to answer any questions and help where I can
· At this point I will assess the progress of this project and determine whether the class needs an extra lesson to work or not.

· When students finish work, they will print on glossy paper and place that image carefully in a clean section of their artist’s journals

(5 min) (55 min)

· Save work

· Return to classroom, put away supplies

Day Nine
(5 min) (5 min)
· Before the class has entered I have prepared black matte board and glue sticks at the tables, but away from students. 
· I will greet the students, and direct them to the prompt on the board that says “It is our last day to work on our Danny Haas Inspired Split images, please gather your materials to head down to the lab.”
(20 min) (25 min)

· Students will continue to work on their images

· I will be floating around to answer any questions and help where I can
· When students finish work, they will print on glossy paper and place that image carefully in a clean section of their artist’s journals

· Once every student prints, we will return to the classroom.

(10 min) (40 min)

· Students will have prior knowledge on how to matte their own work, but I will give a brief recap on how to measure an inch away from each side of the piece.

· Selected student helpers will pass out rulers, my prepared matte paper and glue sticks to each student.

(15 min) (55 min)

· Once student work is matted I will hang them in the hallways of the school to showcase the hard work students have put in. 

· Once a student is finished matting, they will be asked to write a brief reflection on this project. I will ask them, “What did you learn while working on this project? What did you find difficult? What are you more confident at doing now?”
· Once they answer these questions they can clean up and line up to go.

Clean-up (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Clean – up process is outlined in class procedure
Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):

· Students will write a short reflection of the Danny Haas Inspired Split drawings, about any new skills that were obtained etc.
Supplemental activity:

· Students can chose to use Photoshop on any other projects that they wish in the future, unless otherwise stated. Photoshop can be viewed as another tool.

Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught:

· I will assess the outcome of this project and determine if it met my expectation or if it was extremely difficult for my students. 
· I will read the reflections from my students and alter any future plans to do this lesson based on how successful they felt it was.

LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Lesson # 4

Lesson Title: Write it out, Lay it out


__________

Critical Issue/Big Idea: Laying out a stories with images, story boarding, comic book making
Content Standard(s) Addressed:

PERCEIVING/KNOWING

(2PE) Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and

principles of art and design.

(6PE) Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 

art.

PRODUCING/PERFORMING
(1PR) Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes.

(3PR) Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when developing art making ideas.
RESPONDING/REFLECTING (RE)

(1RE) Examine and describe how art and design principles are used by artists to create

visual effects.

(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives: 

· Students will further investigate personal stories about their super alter ego

· Students will design complimentary characters to enhance stories

· Students will discover new ways to tell a story through images
· Students will gain the confidence to share a part of themselves through this alter ego

· Students will feel proud of their work and the recognition they receive
(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies:

· I will keep track of student participation in the discussions
· I will give feedback on students reflections in their Artist’s Journal

· I will provide a rubric for the comic book project 
· I will facilitate a reflective discussion at the end of this unit

· I will host a fun event that promotes performance and the recognition and affirmation of student’s hard work and artistic talent

Age-appropriate Vocabulary:

· Sequential Art (Wikipedia.com)

Refers to the art form of using a train of images deployed in sequence to graphic storytelling or convey information. The best-known example of sequential art is comics, which are a printed arrangement of art and balloons, especially comic books and comic strips.
· Sequence (Dictionary.com) 


1. The following of one thing after another; succession.


2. Order of succession: a list of books in alphabetical sequence.


3. A continuous or connected series: a sonnet sequence.

· Storyboard (Dictionary.com) 

A panel or panels on which a sequence of sketches depict the significant changes of action and scene in a planned film, as for a movie, television show, or advertisement.

· Comic (Dictionary.com)
1. a book or magazine containing comic strips
2. of comedy in the dramatic sense
Accommodations for Special Populations:
· Content will be taught using images, discussion , verbal and written project explanations, and art making

· If students have special needs when it comes to writing out their thoughts they can meet with me during my lunch, planning period or before or after school to receive help with their story.  
Art/Visual Culture Examples:

Sequential art PowerPoint
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Other art examples will include a variety of age appropriate superhero comic books

Preparations:

        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· Computer

· Projector

· PowerPoint of Sequential Art tips

· Rubric for project

· Hole Punch

· Thick, cardstock paper

· Paper cutter

· News print paper

· stapler
        Materials for Students

· Artist’s Journals 

· Pencils 

· Rulers

· Markers

· Erasers

· Comic books (references, inspiration)

· Permanent Markers / Sharpies

· Water color paper

· Thick, cardstock paper

· String or hemp

· Cups of water

· Sticky notes

· Watercolor paints

· Paper towels

· salt

        (Safety Procedures Need to be Explained)

· No special safety procedures needed

(Stage Three) Learning Activity:

Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:

· Ahead of time I will prep 4 pieces of water color paper, and two pieces of thick, card stock paper cut to the same size – one set per student
· Also I will prep 6 pieces of news print paper cut to the same size and stapled together to create thin books – one per student
Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

Day One
(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students at the door, and point out the prompt written on the board which says “Book Creating day!”
· After the students settle down I will have them gather around me for a demo

(10 min) (15 min)

· I will show them the stapled news print book’s I have made ahead of time, and explain to them that these are their practice comic books.

· I will then set this aside and tell them that today we are making our final comic books. 

· I will show them that they need to use a ruler and mark 4 even spots down the side of their 4 pieces of water color paper and 2 pieces of cardstock. 

· They can punch the holes in 2 pieces of water color paper at a time, and just one cardstock paper at a time
· Once the holes are punched they can chose hemp or yarn to loop all the pages together and tie them either in a knot or bow. 

· It is important that I explain that the cardstock pages are on the outside, and the water color paper is being sandwiched.

· Once they are finished creating their final comic book and it is checked with me, these will be placed for safe keeping in the student’s cubbies
· Once I okay the final book, I will give them a newsprint version book.

(20 min) (35 min)

· I will select student helpers to pass out the presorted paper stacks, hole punches, and string and hemp

· Students will work on constructing their books

· I will walk around the room and assist where I am needed.

· Cups of water will be distributed by me to students who’s thread is fraying and is hard to stick through the holes of the paper.

(15 min) (50 min)

· After completing their final books, students will place their newsprint books in their Artist’s Journals, and be directed to begin writing the next assignment that I will outline with an overhead. 

· “Please begin to write the story that you want to illustrate in your comic book.

 It must include:

· your super alter ego, 

· how they got their power, 

· some sort of conflict, 

· how that conflict is solved.

· 2 different, developed characters,

· 3 spreads long. (1 spread = 2 pages)

(5 min) (55 min)

· Clean up, put away supplies

· Student helpers will be selected to gather specific tools and place back in the appropriate baskets.

· I will remind students to think about their story as homework, and to return next class with a page of notes to help guide them

Day two
(5 min) (5 min)
· Greet students as they walk in the door, point out prompt written on the board which states “Please get your newsprint book and your Artist’s Journals from your cubbies 
(35 min) (40 min)

· I will explain that today is a work day and that their stories need to be finished or close to finished by the end of the day.

· If they are stuck or cant think of an interesting story line, they are encouraged to share their struggles with their table mates.

· If they are still struggling they can raise their hand and I will come to help them think and plan

(10 min) (50 min)

· With the last 10 minutes of class I will demonstrate the next step of this process.

· Each student will highlight chunks of their story on sticky notes and place them in the correlating pages of the newsprint book. This will help them map out what images should go on what pages

· With any time remaining students can begin this process

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will place all their materials in their cubbies as usual

· Two student helpers will collect sticky note pads and pencils and return them to the correct baskets and shelves

Day Three
(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet students at the door as they enter the classroom. The prompt for the day says “Please gather your Artist’s Journal and Newsprint books.”

(15 min) (20 min) 
· I will explain that for the first part of class we will be continuing to map out the story on the pages of our newsprint books.

(15 min) (35 min)
· After most of the students are finished and confident of where they want their chunks of story to be placed in the book, I will refocus them to the front of the classroom for a PowerPoint regarding tips for creating sequential art.

· I will first ask them, “What is sequential art?” The rest of the slides are simple and fun, and throughout them I will be asking the students questions and for feedback and ideas. 

(15 min) (50 min)
· The last portion of class will be used for students to begin lightly sketching panel shapes on their newsprint books.

· I will remind them to utilize all the previous notes they have in their Artist’s Journals, such as the tracings of previous dynamic comic book panels, and the figure drawings to give them an idea of how they want their images to look.

· I will also remind them that they are telling a story with their images, so they need to take into consideration how the images will make the viewer feel. IE Scared, claustrophobic, angry, energetic etc

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up and return their stuff to their cubbies

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots.

Day Four
(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students are the door, the prompt for the day states that “Today will be a work day! Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books.”

(45 min) (50 min)
· Students will work on rendering their panels throughout the entire newsprint book with a ruler
· Comic books are available for reference and inspiration, as well as access to any of the previous PowerPoints

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots
Day Five

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students are the door, the prompt for the day states that “Today will be a work day! Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books.”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will work on rendering their panels throughout the entire newsprint book with a ruler

· Comic books are available for reference and inspiration, as well as access to any of the previous PowerPoints

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Six

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students are the door, the prompt for the day states that “Today will be a work day! Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books.”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will work on rendering their panels throughout the entire newsprint book with a ruler

· Comic books are available for reference and inspiration, as well as access to any of the previous PowerPoints

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Seven

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students are the door, the prompt for the day states that “Today will be a work day! Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books.”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will work on rendering their panels throughout the entire newsprint book with a ruler

· Comic books are available for reference and inspiration, as well as access to any of the previous PowerPoints

· If any students are finished mapping the panels of their newsprint book they can begin to draw the images that will go inside.
(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Eight

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet the students are the door, the prompt for the day states that “Today will be a work day! Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books.”
(30 min) (35 min)

· Some students will continue working on rendering their panels throughout the entire newsprint book with a ruler

· Comic books are available for reference and inspiration, as well as access to any of the previous PowerPoints

(15 min) (50 min)

· I will stop the class towards the end of our lesson to explain the next step as many students have already begun.

· In the next portion of this project, students will get to choose if, when, and how often they want to use text in their comic.

· I will encourage students to do whatever they want, but will warn them that it will be more challenging to tell a story without text, yet they can’t write more than a few lines here and there to stick to true comic book form.

· Students will continue working on whatever they were working on previously

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Nine

(20 min) (20 min)
· I will greet the students at the door as usual, and direct them to the prompt on the board “Grab your newsprint books and artist journals. Today we will start with a short reflection on how you feel about your comic book’s progress. Are you excited to draw in it? Are you nervous? Have you thought about what colors to use already? Any other questions, comments or concerns that you have?”

· Students will answer this prompt as I wait and walk around the room

(10 min) (30 min)
· I will ask the class if anyone would like to share part of their reflection such as how their progress is going, and did they have any concerns… etc

(20 min) (50 min)

· After this brief discussion we will resume working on our comic book drawings

· By this point most students should be filling in their panels

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Ten

(5 min) (5 min)
· I will greet students as they enter the classroom, and point out the prompt on the board, “Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books. Today is a work day!”
(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue to fill in the newsprint books with their drawings,

· They will use pencil and eraser and when they feel that a cell is totally done they can ink in their lines with a pen 

· They will be warned not to use sharpie as it will bleed through their newsprint pages and ruin the images and panels on the other side.

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Eleven

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet students as they enter the classroom, and point out the prompt on the board, “Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books. Today is a work day!”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue to fill in the newsprint books with their drawings,

· They will use pencil and eraser and when they feel that a cell is totally done they can ink in their lines with a pen 

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Twelve

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet students as they enter the classroom, and point out the prompt on the board, “Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books. Today is another work day!”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue to fill in the newsprint books with their drawings,

· They will use pencil and eraser and when they feel that a cell is totally done they can ink in their lines with a pen 

· They will be warned not to use sharpie as it will bleed through their newsprint pages and ruin the images and panels on the other side.

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Thirteen

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet students as they enter the classroom, and point out the prompt on the board, “Please grab your Artist’s Journal and newsprint books. Today is a work day If you are close to being done inking your newsprint book, also bring your final comic book to your seat.”
(45 min) (50 min)
· Once students begin finishing inking their newsprint books I will get everyone’s attention and explain the next step

· Students will use the light tables or the windows and trace their drawings from the newsprint books onto the water color pages. 

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Fourteen

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet students as they enter the classroom, and point out the prompt on the board, “Please grab your Artist’s Journal, newsprint book and final comic book. Today is a work day; you should be close to being done inking your newsprint book.”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue inking newsprint pages

· Students will use the light tables or the windows and trace their drawings from the newsprint books onto the water color pages. 

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day fifteen

(5 min) (5 min)

· I will greet students as they enter the classroom, and point out the prompt on the board, “Please grab your Artist’s Journal, newsprint book and final comic book. Today should be the last day of inking your newsprint book, everyone should be working on their final comic book.”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Students will continue inking newsprint pages

· Students will use the light tables or the windows and trace their drawings from the newsprint books onto the water color pages. 

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day sixteen

(5 min) (5 min)

· Students will be greeted by me as they enter the classroom. On the board the prompt will say that once again “Today is another work day! Let’s add some color!”

(10 min) (15 min)

· I will give the students a demonstration on how to use water color to fill in their image panels. They will also have the option to use markers, crayon, or both.
· I will emphasize that they should start with the back grounds first and use colors the relate to the emotion they are trying to depict.

· I will explain that if they need to ‘erase’ using clear water in the brush and slowly massaging the color they want gone will work

· I will demonstrate the use of blotting with a paper towel, and the affects the salt can have which would be cool for backgrounds.

(35 min) (50 min)
· The rest of the period is a work day.

· All students are working on using a permanent maker to trace their images or are now using water color to fill in the book pages.

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Seventeen

(15 min) (15 min)

· Students will be greeted by me as they enter the classroom. On the board the prompt will say “Please grab your Artist’s Journal and answer the prompt ‘What are some of the new techniques that you have learned these past few weeks? What was your favorite? What was the most difficult?’ “

(35 min) (50 min)

· The rest of the period is a work day.

· All students are now using water color, marker, or crayon to fill in the book pages.

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Eighteen
(5 min) (5 min)

· Students will be greeted by me as they enter the classroom. On the board the prompt will say “Grab your final comic book and wait at your desk before working”

(15 min) (30 min)

· I will ask the students to share with the class one of the spreads that they are proud of.

· I will ask the students to walk around the class and show the spread to their peers while they explain what techniques they used.

· I will encourage students to ask their peers questions and if one student doesn’t know how to do something I will find a student that does to teach them.

(20 min) (50 min)

· The rest of the period is a work day.

· Students continue to use water color, marker, or crayon to fill in the book pages.

· Those that are finished coloring the inside pages can work on the cover page for the book.

· One option is to use the Danny Haas Inspired Split drawing as the cover page

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies, 

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots

Day Nineteen

(5 min) (5 min)
· As students enter the classroom I will greet them and remind them that this is our last day to work on our comic books! Written on the board is “Last day to work on comic books!”

(45 min) (50 min)

· Last work day, students put final touches on inside pages

· Students finish the cover page and give their comic book a title – most will be titled after the superhero’s name

(5 min) (55 min)

· Students will clean up their supplies,

· Student helpers will return specific tools to designated spots.

Day Twenty
(10 min) (10 min)

· It is our superhero comic book reading party!

· If the school allows it I will bring in cupcakes or something yummy for my students to eat.

· They were also encouraged to dress up as their super alter ego 

· The students will be able to act in character and mingle around the classroom with each other

(35 min) (45 min) 

· Students will take turns going to the front of the class and reading their comic book to their peers.

· Family and friends of the student are encouraged to come and partake in this event

(10 min) (55 min)

· Students will be asked to add after the reading of their books, what they liked the most about this unit, and what they will never forget.

· This will serve as a verbal final reflection.

Clean-up (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Students will continue to use their Artist’s Journals for the rest of the year as a place to write reflections and take notes.

· These Journals will continue to be placed in their cubbies after each class]

· The material will be put away after each lesson as said in procedures

Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):

· I plan to be fluid with my teaching, if my students were extremely engaged with the superhero unit I would love to continue this theme and explore other aspects of their super alter egos.
· If creating images that tell as story was very difficult for my students I could see myself trying to explore that idea in a different way with different art materials or different artists that inspire us.

Supplemental activity:

· If students are unfinished with their comics they can finish them at a later time
· Students who loved making images that tell a story are encouraged to continue telling the tales of their super alter ego

Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught:

· I will go through all of the reflections and evaluate myself as well as the level of my student’s engagement and understanding.


[image: image32]

[image: image33]
[image: image34.png]



A 3rd Grade Unit plan 
By Brittany Schwarck

Image Bibliography

Lesson One

In Order of Appearance

“Hero Envy” The Blog Adventures, shared images, Image of Superman, 

Retrieved from www.hero-envy.blogspot.com
“Cartoon Watcher”, shared images, Image of Ben 10 

Retrieved from www.cartoonwatcher.com
“Ebay Seller”, shared images, Image of Spiderman

Retrieved from www.ebay.com
Wikipedia, shared images, Image of Finn 

Retrieved from www.adventuretime.wikia.com
6Theory Media, LLC, Network. Image of Powerpuff Girls  

Retrieved from www.forums.allkpop.com
Apartment 46, 2013, Image of Flash 

Retrieved from http://apt46.net/2011/06/10/how-to-run-good/flash/
TWO SL LLC, New York, NY, 2013, Image of Wonder Woman 

Retrieved from www.nysun.com
2010 SUNY Fredonia, Image of Batman 

Retrieved from www.cs.fredonia.edu
Lesson Two

Artist Francis Manapul, Comic Book Movie, “Comic of Flash”

Retrieved from http://www.comicbookmovie.com/fansites/JoshWildingNewsAndReviews/news/?a=66400
Artist Francis Manapul, Tumblr, 2012, “The Flash think fast (Flash #2 by Francis Manapul)”

Retrieved from http://francismanapul.tumblr.com/post/9309109279/dcuniversepresents-the-flash-think-fast-flash
Artist Greg Capullo + fco plascencia, Januarary 3rd, “Batman 13 variant cover”

Retrieved from http://fcoplascencia.blogspot.com/2013/01/batman-13-variant-cover-by-greg-capullo.html
Artist Greg Capullo, Comics Vanguard, Sunday, 23 October 2011 “Image of Batman”

Retrieved from http://www.comicsvanguard.com/2011_10_01_archive.html
Artist J.H. Williams III, Scans-daily, FEB. 13TH, 2012”Image of Batwoman One”

Retrieved from http://scans-daily.dreamwidth.org/3619785.html
Lesson Three

Beccca Bug Blog, February 1, 2012, “Superhero Symbols”

Retrieved from http://beccabug.com/blog/2012/02/super-hero-wall-posters/
Artist Danny Hass, Hi Consumption, “Super Hero Secret Identity Series”

Retrieved from http://hiconsumption.com/2011/11/superhero-secret-identity-art-by-danny-hass/
Lesson Four

Adam Bateham, Examiner, 

Retrieved from http://www.examiner.com/slideshow/5-tips-for-comic-book-art-composition
**Adapted from Robert Russel’s Unit-Lesson Plan Format from the University of Cincinnati, which builds on the work of Sydney Walker and Understanding by Design.
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